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Senior Chrissy Lucas looks over the debris in Pensacola, Fla. Four hurricanes hit the Florida peninsula six weeks ago, leaving the state in shambles. 
$9 million surplus
explained
Taylor students may be sur-prised to know that Taylormade $9 million last year
alone. However, this does not mean
Taylor overcharged students in
tuition or cut expenditures in
any way. 
Taylor  showed  $7  million  in
excess funds for the 2002-2003
year and $9 million for the 2003-
2004 year, according to Ron
Sutherland, vice president of busi-
ness and finance, and Taylor's 990
tax form from guidestar.com,
As  a  non-profit  organization,
Taylor receives most of its money
from endowments, money from
donors.  There are three types of
endowments or donated funds: per-
manently restricted, unrestricted
and temporary restricted. 
A permanently restricted contri-
bution is money given by a donor
where the funds given cannot be
spent. The only money gained is
the interest acquired from the funds
After taking into account these
budgeting problems, Taylor is actu-
ally left with a tangible net income
of $1,062,720. 
The  money  left  over  is  then
placed in a fund called the
Presidential Strategic Reserve. 
Taylor only uses this fund at the
discretion of the President’s
Council for financial matters that
need to be addressed immediately. 
“When a strategic need comes up,
we'll have money to spend on that
strategic need,” Sutherland said. 
Recently Sutherland and the
Board of Trustees have been talking
about the possibility of using these
funds to renovate Olson and
Wengatz Halls, which could cost
between $4 and $9 million, accord-
ing to Sutherland. 
Renovations would include new
bathrooms, new carpets, new
doors and the possibility of
air conditioning. 
Over  the  next  five  weeks,  The
Echo will be reporting about vari-
ous parts of the Taylor community
and how these parts use the funds
allocated to them by the university
through student tuitions.  
and unrestricted funds, according
to Sutherland. Taylor can only
spend the interest that is accrued
annually from the fund. This fund
generally earns four to seven per-
cent annually. 
They   don’t   know   how   much
they will be receiving in gifts each
year to the permanent and tempo-
rary restricted areas; therefore, they
Unrestricted funds are donations
that Taylor can use however they
see fit.
Temporary  restricted  funds  are
funds set aside for a specific task
until the task is completed, at
which point they become unre-
stricted funds.
Taylor  has  approximately  $51
million in endowment, restricted
are unable to budget this amount
every year. This is one reason for
the surplus.  
Not all donations are paid at the
time they are offered or pledged.
This means the money is budgeted
into the university accounts without
having the money in hand. 
“Everything that we received that
year looked like revenue,” said
TU provides relief to hurricane victims
Where are your TU dollars going?
ECHO IN-DEPTH
Jennifer Dickey, associate vice
president and controller. 
“But you may not spend it for
three or four years,” added
Sutherland. “So when you read
the 990… somebody will go,
‘you made $7 million,’but we real-
ly  didn't make $7 million. You
have to understand how the
accounting works.”  
TU Revenue TU Expenses
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Students serve in Florida over fall break after four hurricanes tore through the state
BY CHRISTIANNA LUY
CONTRIBUTOR
During fall break, 26 students and
four faculty members helped
hurricane stricken victims in
Florida through Taylor’s World
Christian Fellowship. 
Three vans drove from 7 p.m. on
Thursday until 9 a.m. Friday to
arrive at Gonzalez Methodist
Church near Pensacola where relief
efforts began. 
Half of the funds donated by the
Taylor student body at chapel serv-
ices and Airband were given to
Warner Southern College. The
other half was given in support of
the fall break relief team. 
Students  and  faculty  were  split
into teams of four. Two of the
groups went to the church and the
other two went to help locals in the
surrounding area. The next two
days were spent cleaning up brush
and boards, cutting up fallen trees
and stacking logs for trucks to
come and pick up. 
“I was amazed at how much still
needed to be done so long after
the [hurricanes] hit. People’s
belongings were all over,” said
sophomore Margie Davis.
According to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(F.E.M.A.), hurricanes Charley,
Frances, Ivan and Jeanne ravaged
Florida in addition to tropical storm
Bonnie. 
“Not since the 1880's, and never
in Florida's history, has the calami-
ty of four hurricanes striking one
state in a single season occurred”
FEMAnoted in its Oct. 15 article. 
According to floridadisaster.org
936,000 residents have sought help
since the hurricanes. 
The Taylor trip originated due to
the efforts of Mary Rayburn,
Margie Davis, Aaron Shapiro and
Val Harle. 
“It gave me insight into the dev-
astation,” said sophomore trip
member Andrew Ulasich. “The
people were so appreciative and
thankful, and they had a new per-
spective of what to be thankful for.
I wanted to go and serve people
who are in need. I was challenged
to be thankful for what God has
provided us with.”
Plans are in place to take 30 stu-
dents on a spring break trip back to
Florida to help rebuild homes.
Applications are available in the




LTC forum raises student’s concerns about dancing 
this has not happened in a number
of years.     
This fall, UCAP is planning and
holding forums for the university's
constituents and stakeholders.
These include faculty, non-teaching
staff, students, alumni and parents. 
At the student’s forum, Shapiro
also outlined the main issues being
considered, including the dancing
policy and whether there should be
one covenant for both students
and staff.  
Many students attending spoke
about reasons why they wanted to
see changes in the LTC. 
“Just because it works doesn't
mean there isn’t room for improve-
ment,” said senior Sherif Mansour. 
Some students who also work as
admissions staff spoke. Each week,
they talk to prospective students
about the LTC, and all three stated
they appreciate the document. 
“You don’t know what other peo-
ple are working through,” senior
Dusty DiSanto said. “You’re giving
[certain privileges] up for the guy
next to you.”
Sophomore  Becky  Beeh  also
spoke from a dancer’s point
of view.
“Before I came to Taylor, I had a
lot of misconceptions about the
dancing    policy    that    made    my
decision hard,” Beeh said after the
forum. 
Now that she is here, Beeh said she
realizes it is not dancing in general
that is forbidden. She has had
more than 10 opportunities to use
her gift in public, such as Airband
and chapel. 
“The prayer of me and other girls
I have performed with [in chapel]
was to ignite a passion in
others through different types of
art,” she said. 
Wednesday night’s Life Together
Covenant forum in the chapel raised
questions on a well-know topic.  
“Everything is up for discussion,”
Student Body President Aaron
Shapiro said as the forum began.
Shapiro  explained  the  LTC
is being reviewed by the
University Council for Assessment
and Planning. He said “being
reviewed” does not necessarily
mean things will change, but rather
that it is being evaluated since See ‘LTC Forum’ page 2
Options    given   for    the   danc-
ing policy were getting rid of the
policy, re-wording the policy to
include the option of asking per-
mission to dance in appropriate
ways, allowing on campus-sanc-
tioned events but not off-campus,
or allowing it off-campus.
One other question raised by jun-
ior Matt Mancinelli was why danc-
ing needed to be sacrificed for the
sake of the community instead of
other activities like video games.
“I think all of us could stand to
review the LTC more in-depth to
get our own opinion on the issue,”
said sophomore Student Senate
Member Jo Anna Kolbe.  
Students also discussed whether
faculty should be under the
same covenant. Shapiro explained
faculty members are under the LTC
all year, while students only
follow it during the nine months
of semesters. 
Students held mixed opinions on
the   topic.   Some   said   they  were
comforted or uplifted knowing their
professors were sacrificing for them
in  order  to  teach  at  this  institution. 
Information provided by Ron Sutherland, VP of business and finance
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Pierce Byers (9), Mary-Katherine Matters (9) and Olivia Gibson (7) carve pumpkins for Halloween at the second
annual Freaky Fest held at Taylor Lake. 
Freaky Fest brings
Halloween fun
Dinosaurs and cowgirls visited
Taylor yesterday when SAC held
their second annual Freaky Fest at
Taylor Lake.
SAC invited all Taylor students,
as well as faculty, staff and their
children to join in the festivities. 
SAC   members   prepared   hot
apple cider and caramel apples, as
well as activities like pumpkin carv-
ing, plastic pumpkin bowling,
Twilight Zone viewing, a bonfire
and a hayride around the loop. 
SAC took digital photos of chil-
dren with a colorful tree, hay
bales and Indian corn. SAC mem-
bers offered to e-mail the photos
to   families. 
Junior SAC member Libby
Carlisle organized the event. She
said SAC sent an e-mail to all
faculty and staff announcing
the activities. 
“This is something fun and safe
they can do,” she said.
Many children wore their
Halloween costumes for the
night. They dressed as everything
from pumpkins to “Magic School
Bus” characters.  
“I’m   excited   to   see   the   kids
dressed up,” Carlisle said. “I know
that was my favorite part when I
was little.” 
At the beginning of the night,
many children carved pumpkins or
bowled with their parents. 
Carlisle said last year when the
hayrides began, many Taylor stu-
dents joined the kids. 
“This is a good idea,” said Taylor
staff member Kevin Trees, who
brought his wife and two daughters
to the event. “We look for fun
things to do that aren’t mean
or scary.” 
Both  Trees  and  his  daughter,
Lauren, agreed pumpkin carving
was their favorite part of the night.  
This year, the majority of partici-
pants were children of faculty
and staff. However, in future years
Carlisle hopes to make the
event open to more of the
Upland community.  
Planning    and    organizing    the
event took a week of preparation.
There were many details to work
out, such as organizing the hayride
and gathering the pumpkins from a





World   Opportunities   Week  is
held each fall to help students dis-
cover and learn about numerous
opportunities to serve and minister
around the world.  
A special   chapel   speaker,   pre-
sentations from missions represen-
tatives and wing Bible studies are
just a few of the events planned for
WOW, which takes place Monday
through Friday next week.
WOW’s  vision  involves  show-
ing all Taylor students how they can
be a part of missions, said WOW
Co-Director Kristofer Johnson.
The chapel speaker for the week
is Chris Heuertz, the executive
director of Word Made Flesh. This
organization serves the poorest peo-
ple around the world.  Heuertz
decided to work with the poor after
spending several months with
Mother Theresa in Calcutta, India. 
Additionally, three evening serv-
ices will take place at 7:30 in the
Rediger Auditorium Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday. Monday
night, Taylor students will hear
from representatives of Emmaus
Ministries which reaches out to
men involved in prostitution. Chris
Heuertz will speak again on
Tuesday and Thursday.    
The mission of The Echo is to fairly and without bias represent the
views of diverse voices on Taylor University’s campus and to be a
vehicle of accurate and pertinent information to the student body,
faculty and staff.  The Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters
healthy discussion about relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for
change on our campus.  
The Echo has been published weekly since 1915, except for January
term, exam week and school holidays and is a member of the
Associated Collegiate Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press
Association.  
The Echo is printed by the Marion Chronicle-Tribune in Marion,
Ind.  Offices are located in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
All letters, questions or comments may be addressed to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave.
Upland, IN  46989-1001
(765) 998-5359
echo@tayloru.edu
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Taylor  University  faculty  and
staff continue to assist the surround-
ing community by contributing to
the United Way of Grant County.
The contributions are part of a
60-day national campaign ending
Nov. 12.
The    United    Way    of   Grant
County contributes locally to 16
agencies and 40 programs that help
solve community problems. It sup-
ports Boys and Girls Club, YMCA,
Salvation Army and many other
community organizations.
“Every   year   the   United   Way
runs a national campaign where
they ask corporations and business-
es to contribute.  Taylor University
has been a part of this campaign for
many years,” said University
Relations Intern Brennecke
AQIP helps TU stay accredited
BY CHRISTY WONG
CONTRIBUTOR
Taylor added a new acronym and
organization to its growing list. The
Academic Quality Improvement
Program, also known as AQIP, is
helping Taylor maintain its institu-
tional accreditation. 
AQIP is an alternative accredita-
tion process of the North Central
Association of the Higher Learning
Commission. The program allows
Taylor to focus on its highest prior-
ities and most pressing needs.
“The reason that we chose this
process is that we were convinced
that it would be the best manner in
which to pursue the goal of excel-
lence in Christ-centered education
that has so long been a part of
Taylor’s ethos,” said Tim
Herrmann, Taylor's director of
AQIP.
Herrmann hopes that AQIP will
gather information useful for
improvements, ultimately enhanc-
ing student learning: connecting
with key stakeholders and receiving
feedback from them; beginning
the development of a required
Systems Portfolio, part of the AQIP
criteria and making students and
other stakeholders aware of their
role in AQIP. 
A key AQIP principle is broad-
based involvement, meaning
everyone on campus will be
involved in some way. The
University Council for Assessment
and Planning is the AQIP steering
committee. This group includes
student, faculty, staff and adminis-
trative representation. Provost
Steve Bedi and Action Project
Directors Tom Jones, Chris Bennett
and Rob Linehan are other main
AQIP leaders.
“I believe that this is a wonderful
opportunity for Taylor to improve
our efforts to better serve our








residence halls will offer
candy at their respective
front desks.
Saturday from
6 to 8 p.m.
Graphic courtesy of night.net
Others stated that professors at
Taylor sacrifice enough already
without limiting things such as alco-
hol consumption and dancing.  
At the end of the forum, Shapiro
said the topics addressed would be
considered and presented to UCAP. 
UCAP will   review   the   notes
taken during the forums and discuss
whether any changes need to be
made to the LTC.
“This   is   not   anything   new,”
UCAP Co-Chairperson and
Professor Roger Jenkinson said.
“We’ve been doing forums for 20-
years on issues.” 
After their discussion, UCAPwill
present any LTC revisions or clarifi-
cation that they wish to recommend
to the stakeholders. 
The stakeholders will then again
give their opinions on the recom-
LTC Forum 
From page 1
This year more missions repre-
sentatives will be attending WOW
than ever before. Fifty-eight mis-
sions representatives will be here
from 43 different organizations.
Each organization will have a dis-
play set up in the Dining Commons
or Nussbaum Science Center dur-
ing lunch and dinner.
“The   biggest    opportunity   you
will have to interact with mission
reps will be in the D.C. We really
encourage everyone to walk around
and say hi and meet some new
interesting people,” said WOWCo-
Director Elizabeth Ludington.
On Wednesday there will be a job
fair from 6:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Rupp Communications Building
for students interested in connecting
with a missions organization.
“We will also have seminars that
are geared towards specific majors,
so you can see how to use political
science or music or social work [in
the mission field],” Ludington said.
These  major-specific  seminars
will be from 7-9 p.m. Wednesday in
various buildings on campus.
Ludington and Johnson hope to
have people praying 24-hours a day
during WOW. To help accomplish
this, students can sign up to pray for
20-minute timeslots in the D.C. at
lunch today.
mendations. After this, UCAP will
give a report to the Board's LTC
Taskforce to make final decisions
about the document. 
Jenkinson  said  he  believes  the
revisions will take at least
another year.  
UCAP has also reviewed other
foundational university documents
such as the mission and purpose
statements. 
President Gyertson initiated the
LTC review as part of a four-year
review process of four of the uni-
versity's foundational documents.
Each year, the council reviews one
of four different documents. 
Gyertson  said  the  LTC  has
received almost no review since it
was implemented before 1990.
“I am pleased with what UCAP
is doing,” said Gyertson. “I think
that documents have to be regularly
reviewed to keep them current.”
After  the  board’s  decision,  the
LTC will remain static for four
years as UCAP reviews the
other documents.     
TU helps the United Way
Hormel, who organized Taylor's
campaign this year. 
The   United   Way   of   Grant
County’s goal is to raise $825,000.
“It’s  quite  an  effort  for  such  a
short window of time,” said Mike
McMillan, United Way of Grant
County executive director.
Taylor    donates    about     $1,000
each year. Last year, 58 Taylor
employees donated, but in previous
years the number of donors was
close to 100.
Students can make donations by
sending a pledge directly to the
United Way of Grant County.
“The  United  Way  provides  us
with another opportunity to put feet
and hands to our Christian faith,”
said Dr. David Gyertson. 
Donations to the United Way of
Grant County are due Nov. 1 to the
University Relations office.
“We really encourage everyone to walk around
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Welcome to the Taylor Family
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Christy said. 
She was also malnourished and
was at the fifth percentile for weight. 
Since coming to Upland, Lily has
quickly started to change. She had
her second birthday shortly after
arriving in the U.S. She has also
gained about eight pounds and likes
to eat a variety of foods. At the
beginning, she hated baby dolls, but
she is starting to pat and take care of
them and be less possessive of her
toys. She is also learning English
and is adjusting to aspects life that
she didn’t encounter in the orphan-
age. She had never before seen an
animal, ridden in a car or slept on a
mattress. She was "potty-trained" in
China, but it basically consisted of
squatting. She now has to learn it a
different way. 
"As she is getting used to things,
her world gets bigger," Pat
said.”You can see it grow.” 
After Lily came home, Christy
went back to work at Southside
Elementary School in Hartford City
and Pat stayed home with Lily for
a week.
"It gave Pat time to be with her,"
Christy said. 
The boys are also getting used to
having a sister in the house. The
family set up a website in anticipa-
tion of Lily’s arrival. It included
The last time Pat and Christy
Moore had a toddler in the house, it
was 1993. Eleven years later, they
are parents again, this time to an
energetic little girl named Lily. In
the past month since she has been in
Upland, the Moores' lives have
changed drastically.
The thought of adopting had been
in Pat and Christy's minds for a long
time, but they weren't sure they
would actually do it. 
"I was apprehensive," Christy
said. "It seemed like we would be
messing up our nice little family."
But when Christy finished her
college degree in 2003, it seemed
like the perfect time to expand
their family.
"We realized we had room to add
another person," Pat said. "Christy
has a lot to teach and to put into
kids. She needed a girl."
Christy agreed. "It seemed to be
what God was calling us to do."
They started researching adop-
tions, originally focusing on the
United States and its territories.
They also investigated adopting
from the Philippines, but the adop-
tion process began to slow down to
two years.
"We didn't want to wait two years
is we didn't have to," Pat said.
Their research lead them to
China, where the one-child policy
causes many baby girls to be
placed in orphanages. It is also a
more predictable process, since
China has been handling
American adoptions for a longer
period of time. 
"If you want a healthy girl, China
is the easiest and best place to go,"
Christy said. 
The Moores had to complete an
extensive dossier and homestudy,
which was a long and difficult
process. Although it took awhile,
they thankfully weren't aware of
any specific holdups. At one point,
however, they suddenly realized
they immediately needed some
paperwork stamped at the Chinese
embassy in Chicago. A friend of
Swallow Robin's Hall Director,
Julianna Hutchins, picked up
the paperwork and mailed it back
that day.
"It's probably three months worth
of paperwork and then you sit
and wait," Pat said. "When they
give you the call, you have to
act quickly."
The Moores received a call on
August 2, 2004 and were told that
Xiao Ming, a 23-month-old, was
ready to join their family. 
They were given four weeks to
buy plane tickets, set up their
appointments    in China, buy things
for the baby, and pack. 
Christy flew to China with their
younger son, Eric, who is 13. Pat
and Alex, their 14-year-old son,
stayed behind to prepare the
baby's room and get ready for
Lily's arrival. 
"I usually like to travel,” Christy
said, “But it was hard not having
Pat there and the whole family.”
A Chinese guide met her and
Eric and took care of their arrange-
ments. The people in Changsha are
quite used to handling families who
are adopting, so things went very
well. Lily was adopted on Labor
Day; but since Pat was not there,
she will have to be readopted in the
United States.
Lily was brought to a neutral
location, where Christy and Eric
met her for the first time. A couple
of days later, they returned to the
orphanage, but Lily wanted to stay
close to Christy the whole time. 
"She was overwhelmed and did-
n't really understand," Christy said.
"When I look back, I realize that she
was grieving."
During the time in China, they
struggled with her habit of biting
and hitting to get her own way.
"To survive in the orphanage, she
needed to be really aggressive,"
F e a t u r e s
1) What CD is in your car stereo
right now?
Chances are it's a kid’s CD like No!
by They Might Be Giants. But, left
up to me, there's a good chance it's
probably something l ike
Radiohead, Bob Dylan, Over The
Rhine, or maybe some Miles Davis. 
2) What is the best book you have
read recently?
I usually have several or more
books going at a time…which often
means it takes me a while to get
through any of them. The two I
have recently finished are
Chronicles, by Bob Dylan, and
Growing Strong Daughters:
Encouraging Girls to Become All
They're Meant to Be, a book
by Wheaton professor Lisa Graham
McMinn. As a father of a nine-year-
old daughter, I am increasingly
interested in what the world is
like for her. Growing Strong
Daughters provides more than a
recipe for how to raise a strong
daughter. It provides a nice
overview of how women are treat-
ed in American  culture as well as
our evangelical sub-culture. 
3) Who do you consideryourper-
sonal hero?
I have many heroes on many differ-
ent levels. My dad is certainly a
hero for me. Without ever saying a
word he taught me about the virtues
of kindness, patience, loyalty, hard
work and being tender-hearted.
Fewer people these days can say
that about their father. I hope my
kids could say something similar
about me.
4) What do you consider to be
your greatest accomplishment?
Getting my wife to think that spend-
ing the rest of her life with me
was a good idea ... and then actual-
ly doing it! 
5) What activity would we catch
you doing on a Sunday after-
noon?
We try hard to keep Sunday a fam-
ily day. Playing with the kids,
watching a family movie, or baking
brownies are all things I like to do
on Sunday afternoons.  
Professor Jeff Cramer
6) What is your favorite class to
teach?
I really enjoy teaching the “Ethics in
Computer Science” classes. It's a lot
fun reading and discussing the vari-
ous ethical issues surrounding tech-
nology. I'm always impressed
with the insights the students bring
to class. 
7) What is one thing you hope to
do in your lifetime?
I hope to get to live in another cul-
ture for a year or so — preferably a
large city like Beijing or Seoul. I
want to be there long enough to
really understand the culture. I also
hope to play the cello professionally
with an orchestra — although I
think this one may not happen since
I've never touched a cello in my life.
8) What is your favorite thing
about being at Taylor?
The students. I really like talking
with students, having them over to
our house and getting to know them
on a personal level. 
9) Would you rather eat at a
restaurant or at home?
My wife, Jane, loves to cook and is
great at it. I like to cook too, but only
when there's enough time to hang
out in the kitchen, relax and make
an evening of it. Since that doesn't
happen very often, I usually prefer
eating out. 
10) What is the best advice you've
ever been given?
Never throw up in a wicker basket.
I'm sure there were others, but this
one popped in my head first.
Adopting a child from overseas is never an easy process. Two Taylor families, the Macombers and the Moores, know
this first-hand. They talk about the road to adoption and how their lives have changed since their children arrived. 
When Phil and Angie Macomber
decided to start a family, adopting a
child was their first choice. But little
did they know how long it would
take until they could finally wel-
come their son home.
Phil and Angie met in 1997, and
quickly realized that they had
something in common: a love for
the country of Haiti. In college,
Angie took a course on a third-
world country, and it happened to
be Haiti. She quickly caught her
professor's passion for the poorest
country in the Western Hemisphere.
"I knew [Haiti] would somehow
figure significantly into my life,"
she said.
Phil also had developed a con-
nection to the country of Haiti
through a missions' trip there. He
was able to interact with Haitian
children, playing basketball with
them and experiencing their every-
day life.
"It impacted me more than I real-
ized when I was there," he said. 
After they married, the
Macombers decided to adopt.
However, they did not start the
adoption process until June 2002.
Phil had been laid off and got a
job at Taylor in April, where Angie
already worked as an education
professor. They also waited until
Angie had completed her doctoral
dissertation before expanding
their family.
The adoption process began by
filling out a large amount of paper-
work to be compiled in a dossier for
the Haitian government. The
dossier included criminal back-
ground checks, psychological test-
ing, financial statements and refer-
ences. They also had to take 40
hours of classes and undergo a
homestudy with a social worker.
The social worker determined the
couple's fitness as parents. 
"No stone was  left unturned,"
Phil said.                         
The dossier was officially fin-
ished and mailed in the beginning of
September 2003. It seemed to take
forever to hear about their child.
"I wondered if people believed
we really would have a child from
Haiti," Angie said. 
Neither one of them will ever
forget the day they became parents.
Phil got the phone call on
September 29, 2003 at 10:55 a.m.
He spoke to the adoption-agency
coordinator, who told him that there
was a 22-month-old baby in Haiti
and wanted to know if they wanted
to adopt him. All they had was
a name, birthdate, and his height
and weight.
"We'd been praying for him by
name since about the time he was
born," Angie said. "How could we
say no?"
However, the phone call did not
mark the end of the Macombers'
waiting period. Once they accepted,
there was still legal work to be done
in Haiti, which included an inter-
view with the baby's birth parents.
By mid-January, though, they were
told that they could be traveling at
any time. 
At that point, no one knew that
Haiti would break out in civil war.
New Years'' Day was Haiti's bicen-
tennial, and protests began to force
the president out of office. By
February, the unrest began to esca-
late. The U.S. State Department
kept Angie and Phil informed about
the political situation in Haiti. 
"There were many halting starts
and stops," Phil said. "We knew all
this stuff was happening and we
pored over the news to find out
when there would be a break."
At one point, they actually bought
plane tickets to travel to Haiti in
April, but the adoption was still hin-
dered by the legal process. 
"We had heard of other families
whose adoptions fell through [at
this point]," Angie said. "We knew,
'this is not a done deal.'"
Indeed, it did not become a "done
deal" until Phil and Angie actually
flew to Haiti on May 27, 2004.
Their son, whom they named
Charlie, was brought to a hotel to
meet his new parents.
"It took 24 hours until he smiled
or talked," Angie said. "But he took
to us and we took to him."
While in Haiti, they got to meet
Charlie's birth parents. They
remember that as a unique and spe-
cial time. 
"It was very proactive," Angie
said. "We wanted to reassure the
birth family about their decision to
place their child … and it was a
chance to bring the adoptive family
and the birth family together."
They also were able to visit a
Haitian church and found out that it
was Mothers' Day in Haiti. During
the adoption process, one of the
things they had prayed for was that
they could get their child by
Mothers' Day. When the day came-
and-went, they thought their request
was ignored. 
"We had our prayers answered,
but we just didn't know it,"
Phil said.
Charlie, who is now almost three,
has been living in Upland for five
months and is adjusting well. 
Although he had a few health
problems, they were easily cleared
up with some medicine. Charlie
also struggles with separation
anxiety and doesn't like to be alone
at night. 
"He needs reassurance that we
are his parents and will always be
there to meet his needs," Angie said.
"But, he loves to play and be silly." 
The Macombers are also making
some adjustments to their own
lives. They want to incorporate
Charlie's culture into their family in
whatever ways they can. 
"We want to honor our multi-
racial family," Angie said. "We did-
n't want to be a white family with a
black child."
In order to achieve this goal, the
Macombers began to attend St.
Paul's Missionary Baptist Church in
Marion and have made some strong
connections in the black communi-
ty. They also enrolled Charlie in a
preschool called "The Learning
Center," which is a ministry to the
black community.
"They have provided so many
things we can't give him," Angie
said. "He literally is better off [in
preschool] than he would be
at home."
Although parenting a toddler is
not an easy job, the Macombers are
happy to be finished with the wait-
ing process.
"God has good plans for us,"
Angie said. "It may not be in line
with how you expected it to go. But
you can just see that the Lord is true
to that promise at all times."
They are also looking forward to
expanding their family sometime in
the future.
"We need a little longer before we
go through round two," Angie said.
"But adoption is just amazing.”
Eric’s  travel journal, information
about adoption, and polls to vote on
the baby's American name and
birthday party theme.
"[The boys] are both really enjoy-
ing her," Christy said. 
"I was surprised at how they are
stepping up to be the big brothers,"
Pat said. 
They have all experienced a lot
of support from the local communi-
ty and people at Taylor. Pat, who
works in maintenance, has appreci-
ated Taylor's willingness to work
out a flexible schedule. Taylor also
provides a $3000 adoption benefit.
“It’s nice that they do help a little
bit,” Christy said.
During the days, Lily is watched
by a neighbor, and they have
received many offers of babysitters.
During the Upland Labor Day
yard sales, people from Upland
wouldn’t barter down on their pur-
chases. Instead, they donated a cou-
ple of hundred dollars to help
toward the adoption.
"Everybody is really excited," Pat
said. "They all want to hear her
story … This is her fifteen minutes
of fame, and she's not old enough to
even remember."
After parenting boys for so many
years, having Lily in the house is
certainly a change for the Moores,
but they are enjoying every aspect
of their expanded family.
"It's easier having already had chil-
dren," Christy said. 
Pat agreed. "The parenting is sim-
ilar," he said. "But there's pink - tons




Phil, Angie and Charlie Macomber
Pat, Christy and Lily Moore
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR





to be what God was
calling us to do.”
Christy Moore
Pat and Christy Moore are learning what life is like having a daughter. Lily, who has been in the United States for
about a month, was adopted from China. She has two older brothers, Alex and Eric, who are 13 and 14.
Angie and Phil Macomber play with their son, Charlie. Charlie, an active and happy little boy, was adopted from
Haiti in May and is adjusting well to life in the United States. 
BY ELIZABETH DIFFIN
FEATURES EDITOR
Photo by Alisse Goldsmith
Photo by Amy Wood
Prof. Jeff Cramer teaches in the
Computer Science department.
Most students have him for COS
104.
Photo by Matt Wissman
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“A leader has the vision and conviction that a dream can be achieved. He inspires the
power and energy to get it done.”
Ralph Nader
Letter to the Editor Letter to the EditorLetters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must be received by 6 p.m. on Wednesday
and be 425 words or less in order to be published in the com-
ing Friday’s issue. Letters should include daytime telephone and
signature. Write us from off-campus at: The Echo, Taylor
University, 236 W. Reade Ave., Upland, IN 46989-1001. On-
campus at: The Echo, Rupp Communications Building, or
via e-mail: echo@tayloru.edu.
The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor do not necessarily rep-
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Learn to accurately judge political discourse
I will be voting for
George W. Bush because he
simply appears to be a more
focused, more stable leader
than Senator Kerry.
I will vote for John
Kerry. I am a Democrat and
generally support candidates
of that party. Beyond that, I
have some problems with
George W. Bush.
Dr. Jones’ Senior Seminar class cast votes through Blackboard on
Sept. 29 for the presidential candidates. The results were 
as follows:
Bush: 87.8% Kerry: 5.4% Neither: 6.8%
National security/War on Terror/Iraq: They all go together in my mind. After 9/11 President
Bush did an effective job of putting together an international coalition that made significant
inroads into Al Qaeda’s financial structure and defeated the Taliban in Afghanistan. Al Qaeda and
Afghan fighters were trapped in the mountains between Afghanistan and Pakistan ready for the
final coalition push and crippling blow. Then for reasons that kept changing weekly, President
Bush shifted focus to Iraq.
We are now immersed in the aftermath of a war whose consequences were not well thought out
and we have turned Iraq into a terrorist supporting environment. And, our national expectations
for the sort of government likely to finally emerge in Iraq are unrealistic. In addition, we have
inflamed anti-American sentiment in the Arab world even more. In short we are in a bigger mess
than even we were in Vietnam. And our lack of meaningful leadership in the Israeli/Palestinian
conflict merely intensifies all of that.
Health care: Health care is an immediate crisis and, in many ways, a disaster waiting to happen.
But I have heard neither candidate address the issue in any realistic, meaningful way.
Taxes: We have had massive tax cuts without any reduction in spending. Hence, the federal gov-
ernment is running large budget deficits. Whatever happened to fiscally conservative
Republicans? Besides if we needed tax cuts to jump start the economy, those cuts should have
been aimed at families in the $50,000-70,000 income range not at everybody and everything else.
My underlying motive for opposing Bush is a fundamental disagreement with those tax cuts
(even though my wife and I benefited from them). 
Education: I really don’t like either candidate very much on this issue. Education, for the most
part, ought to be the responsibility of state and local governments. “No Child Left Behind” tends
to make the federal government the nation’s school board. It is a bad idea and won’t work!
Abortion: That is so low on my list of concerns it is not even on my decision-making radar
screen!
Role of young voters: The huge increase in voter registration and absentee voting are the
unknown factors in this election. It strikes me that many of those new registrants are voters under
30 years of age who, in many cases, have never voted before. I suspect they hold the balance of
power, particularly in the nine or so swing states, and will largely determine the outcome of both
the popular and electoral vote.
National security: One of the fundamental responsibilities that a president has is that of provid-
ing a safe environment in which citizens can go about their everyday lives without undue fear
about their safety. While there is room to criticize President Bush’s national security strategy, he offers
a stronger, more coherent approach to national security than that proposed by Senator Kerry.
War on Terror/International relations: President Bush appears to have lost the momentum in
the war against terrorism since the early post 9/11 days. The shift from a focus on Afghanistan to
an emphasis on removing Saddam Hussein has clearly de-railed the administration’s intentional
and widely supported war against the terrorist groups responsible for the 9/11 attacks. The U.S.
must use its great power wisely and with restraint.  Again, while there is room to argue specifics
of the Bush strategy in the war on terror, he offers the potential for a more consistent and pre-
dictable strategy than that offered by his Democratic party opponent.
Iraq: President Bush should have spent more time studying his father’s approach to the threat
posed by Saddam Hussein. The decision to overthrow Saddam Hussein was made, however, and
the U.S. must now provide steady, predictable leadership that will ultimately marshal the world’s
resources and power to create a stable political, economic, and social foundation for democratic-
minded leaders in a post-Saddam Iraq. Senator Kerry has proposed no significant changes that
indicate a more enlightened policy on Iraq. In fact, his response to questions regarding Iraq and
changes that he would seek sound strikingly similar to former President Nixon’s secret plan to
end the war in Vietnam.
Health care: Political leaders in both parties and voters must understand that there is no cheap
way to deal with this issue that has philosophical, moral, and economic dimensions. Neither party
has really addressed this question adequately.
Taxes: Neither party seems to have a grip on the reality of our situation: We cannot meet the
growing demands for national security and provide for the ever-increasing expectations of citi-
zens who demand more government intervention and continue to reduce taxes without weaken-
ing the nation’s economy.
Education: “No Child Left Behind” communicates an ideal and a challenge that must be the
driving force for every local school district in the nation, but it is a bad federal law. Both presi-
dential candidates are running on platforms that will continue to shift the emphasis from local
school boards and state departments of education to Washington, D.C.
Abortion: President Bush, while pledged to uphold Supreme Court rulings, has consciously
sought reasonable compromise (e.g., an end to partial birth abortion and limitations regarding
stem cell research). While these positions do not please some within the evangelical Christian
community, they represent the efforts of a president who understands both the importance and
limitations of government power.
Role of young voters: I’m not as concerned about voter participation percentages as I am about
the lack of engagement in the community at the local, state, and federal levels. It seems as though
everyone wants the blessings of democracy without the cost. Good democratic government is the
result of the intentional efforts of honest, caring men and women who are willing to put the pub-





Iam writing in response to theletter to the editor printed on
Oct. 1, entitled “Voters: get out
of comfort zone.” I am greatly
irked by opinion pieces that do
not offer support for their posi-
tions and by the inaccuracy of
some of the author’s statements.
The letter begins “It comes to
me as a great surprise how little
students at Taylor truly care to
examine both Senator John Kerry
and President George W. Bush
with due fairness.” Welcome to
life. The fact is, a number of
Americans are not only unfamil-
iar with the candidates (Sept.
29 2004 Annenberg Election
Survey), but are not even polit-
ically involved.
According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, “In the election of
November 2000, 111 million
people, or 55 percent, of the
voting-age population voted.”
I am not saying that Taylor
should be complacent because
others are, but I grow weary of
hearing blanket statements
about Taylor that imply we’re
aloof bubble-dwelling freaks. 
Next, we’re told that “with
the media’s ability to regulate
what its audience is exposed to
it is very difficult to separate
the propaganda from the truth.”
It isn’t this I wish to debate,
but the examples given to
demonstrate it. For example,
the letter says “Programs on
Fox News such as ‘The O'
Reilly Factor’ are extremely
right wing conservative.”
Some believe the Fox News
Channel has a conservative
bent and that O’ Reilly is a
Republican minion, but for the
sake of accuracy and fairness to
the reader it should have at
least been said that both Fox
and O’ Reilly deny this. O’
Reilly himself declares “You
might be wondering if I’m con-
servative, liberal, libertarian, or
exactly what ... I don’t want to
fit any of those labels, because
I believe that the truth doesn’t
have labels. When I see corrup-
tion, I try to expose it. When I
see exploitation, I try to fight it.
That’s my political position.”
You can determine this for
yourself. Foxnews.com has an
archive of O’ Reilly interviews
available for all. Accusing an
established journalist of being a
liar without offering evidence
is just as bad as the same
“spin” you are accusing him or
her of doing. 
The article exhorts us to “seek
out the truth on the issues
through other less-biased
sources.” However, we aren’t
told what those “other” sources
of less biased news are. Since
we’re told CNN and Fox are
“propaganda,” and nothing is
listed as an alternative, I guess




The main reasons I’ve heardwhy people aren’t voting
are they are busy, voting is a
hassle, “God will take care of it
for me,” they don’t think their
vote matters or just don’t care.
Thomas Jefferson said “The
price of freedom is eternal vig-
ilance.” Vigilance is defined as
guarding or paying close atten-
tion. It’s work and a hassle to
keep watch over our govern-
ment and it seems like one vote
won’t matter. The problem is,
however, that everyone is
adopting that stance.
There is a majority in the
United States that could totally
swing every single election and
send anybody they wanted into
office. But most of that majori-
ty doesn’t vote, and their influ-
ence is lost. That majority is the
sleeping Christians. By not vot-
ing, we loose major influence
in our society. 
God is a loving Father, but is
he going to intervene and take
our responsibilities off our
hands for us every time one
comes up? I don’t think so.
Let’s look at our own lives.
Does God want us to have a
good character and make right
decisions? Yes, but he doesn't
intervene every two seconds
and make the decision for us.
God wants us to take responsi-
bility for our own lives and
make our own decisions using
his input and help.
What about our government?
Is God going to intervene and
elect someone for us? No, he
wants us to be active and influ-
ence our nation to do the things
that he sees as the best for it.
Is this showing a lack of faith
in God? No, that’s not the case
at all. God's will is ultimately
going to be done in the world.
Where will we be when His
will is accomplished? On the
sidelines, or in the middle
shouting, “I am with You, God!
Let's rock this world!”?
If the people with a moral
conscience — striving to know
God, enjoying a personal rela-
tionship with God, having the
heartbeat of God — do not have
a say in this country, then the
only people who do have a say
are those who do not know God.
The logical outcome of this is
that the nation will turn from
God. This applies not only to
elections, but to all realms of
society: science, education, arts
and entertainment, business,
etc.! He has given us the ability
work in our world-to add, sub-
tract, and change things for bet-
ter or worse. We need to be
active and change things for the
better! Let’s rock our nation
and get out there and vote!
By Mark Burtness
Differing parties can build community
All I have to say is: You mustbe kidding. Is it really pos-
sible that a student on Taylor’s
campus would feel this way
about politics, or even about
people in general?
In the letter to the editor on
Oct. 14, entitled “‘Republican’
not synonymous with ‘igno-
rant,’” political views were
approached, and were done
so in a very negative manner
both for Democrats and
Republicans. Coming from a
right-wing view, the comments
were not representative of
like-minded conservatives.
Coming from a left-wing view,
the comments were even
more appalling.
Not only does his letter offend
those liberals that read The
Echo, but it also offends those
readers who are conservative,
moderate, and everything in
between. The author misrepre-
sented all those of the right and
accused left wingers that they
most likely love Jesus less and
are possibly less moral than
those of the right.
He made bold statements
such as “Being a republican is
more ethical than being a
democrat” and “Jesus sits at the
right hand of God, thus signify-
ing the importance of the
right.”  I am still hoping he is
kidding. These statements are
not only irrational, but they are
also completely untrue.
It is my firm belief that God
created people with different
opinions and different view-
points for a reason: in order to
build ourselves up and make
ourselves stronger. Have your
own opinion but listen to what
others have to say; you might
learn something! Whoever you
vote for this year, whether it’s
George Bush or John Kerry,
you should know that you will
always be accepted and never
be afraid to speak your mind.






Conservatives, mark yourcalendars — and DC stock-
ers get ready — Nov. 2 is elec-
tion day. What does this mean
for those who work in our
Dining Commons? I would just
like to warn them that I person-
ally will be eating waffles for
breakfast, lunch and supper
that day, hoping that you all
will join me. Then when your
friends ask you about your new
waffle fetish, you can use that
opportunity to remind them
that waffles belong on the table
— not in the White House.
On Nov. 2, vote “George
Bush” for stability, and eat
your way into conversations





the table — not in
the White House.
Kerry vs. Bush: Which candidate 
offers better policies?
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“The reason I do photographs is to help people understand my music. Most people's eyes are much better developed than their ears. 
If they see a certain emotion in the photograph, then they'll understand the music.”
-Björk
Going to school in Upland,
I've had the opportunity to take
part in what some might call, for
a privileged middle-class subur-
banite, cultural experiences.  
I have yet to attend an event
at the Gas City Motor
Speedway, but on one occasion
I did have the pleasure of
attending the Upland Mud
Races.  It seemed like an inno-
cent evening of fun, hanging
out with the country folk,
watching modified trucks spin
their tires in the mud and
occasionally joining in the
excitement with a shout of
"Get 'er done!"
The longer I was there, the
better I felt about myself as
several things became very
clear sitting among these spec-
tators.  I obviously had a better
fashion sense.  I was more edu-
cated and, as a result, I spoke
better English.  I didn't have a
mullet.  I would be a better hus-
band and father someday.  My
choices of entertainment were
much more sophisticated.  Yes
indeed, attending the Mud
Races was good for my ego.  
However, I slowly began to
recognize how I was thinking
and, the better I felt about
myself, the more miserable I
became.  Unfortunately, judg-
Documentary explores the
torn childhood of Stevie
BY NATE SHORB
A&E COLUMNIST
ing these people I thoughtlessly
call "white trash" came much
more naturally to me than hav-
ing compassion for them.  The
following weekend, I rented the
movie Stevie, which was
unknowingly fitting.
During his college years,
director Steve James (Hoop
Dreams) mentored a boy
through a big brother program.
After 10 years without speak-
ing to him, James decides to
reestablish his relationship with
this boy.  
In the not-too-far-away small
country town of Pamona, Ill.
lives a man in his late 20s
named Stephen Fielding, whom
everyone knows as Stevie.
James intended to make an
"impressionistic" short feature
film about this grown boy, but
after the first day of filming, he
discovered what Stevie had
become and realized a short
film would never suffice.  The
result is Stevie, a two-hour
long documentary.
When I first saw Stevie on
the television screen, my
instinctive reaction was similar
to the feelings I experienced at
the Mud Races.  With his dirty
hat, large glasses, yellow
crooked teeth, haphazard tat-
toos, random ear piercings and
rarely-shaven face, it is sadly
natural to look at him with dis-
gust.  But we quickly learn of
his upbringing filled with abuse
and neglect, and we realize
something more is going on here.  
After his mother gave up on
him and his grandmother
decided she couldn't handle
him, Stevie moved from group
homes to foster homes to men-
tal hospitals over the course of
his childhood and teen years.  
We learn of the constant ver-
bal and physical abuse Stevie
endured.  Both his step-dad and
grandfather died when he was
young.  All of these things have
left Stevie as a stubborn man
filled with bitterness who dis-
plays a tough and mean exteri-
or so as not to reveal his hope-
lessness and desperation.  Years
of suppressing his emotions
have left him emotionally
immature. His aunt describes
him by saying he is "not a 28-
year-old man, but a 12-year-old
boy who is lost."  
The film gives much insight
into the life of Stevie.  The
cameras accompany him on a
humorous unsuccessful fishing
expedition, a trip to the big city
and in his last days before
being sentenced to prison.
Throughout the film, the
director is quite honest in
expressing his feelings, both
about what he hoped to achieve
through the big brother pro-
gram 10 years ago and about
Photo courtesy rottentomatoes.com
Academy award-nominated
director, Steve James, pres-
ents the life of deeply scarred
Stephen Fielding in his 2002
film. 
Photo courtesy rottentomatoes.com
Dustin Hoffman (left) and Mark Wahlberg (right) star in David Russell’s I Heart Huckabees. The film
received national release to theatres last Friday.
Huckabees offers light-hearted
approach to deeper dilemmas
his hesitance in making this
film.  His thoughts on altruism
and on the expectations from
his experience are probably
very similar to what most
Christians feel when they are
trying their best to love their
neighbor, but few dare to
express for fear of exposing
their true selves.  
The more I learned about
Stevie, the more my heart
broke for him and others like
him.  I realized there is a reason
I am more educated and have a
better fashion sense (but those
things no longer mattered). 
I have had two things in my
life that Stevie has never expe-
rienced consciously or relation-
ally: the grace of God, and a
loving, nurturing family (the
latter being a result of the first).
Besides these two factors, we
are essentially the same; because
of these two factors, I have been
blessed with more opportunities.
But why should Stevie be
blessed by God any less?"
Counseling, mental hospitals
and prisons are no substitute
for a loving family.  As the
movie states, "the system
always fails" without a family.
For me, Stevie was a lesson in
humility and loving those
around me.  I recommend it to
psychology and social work
majors, and any privileged
middle-class college student
who is taking for granted the
grace of God in his or her life.
Would I be presumptuous to say
that includes quite a few of us?  
Farewell to Nate Shorb as he
departs for Bolivia this week.
Deepest thanks to him for his








Rock and roll is a highly
evolved phenomenon that has
endured over half a century of
growth with its multi-genre
approach. Since rock's birth,
each decade has built upon the
music before it, remembering
what made songs successful
and inventing ways to make
these better.
The 21st century has ushered
in a resurgence of the music
your hip parents may have
raised you on, namely 80s
dance rock. Bands like The
Cars, The Cure and Duran
Duran have paved the way for
bands like The Faint, The
Killers and Interpol. 
Though not as synth-driven
as the former two, Interpol still
can, at the very least, get your
feet moving and your body
swaying. Aside from the popu-
lar Joy Division comparisons
most critics love to dish out,
Interpol creates their own
unique blend of up tempo beats
and strums, haunting vocals
and tranquil ambiance. To hear
them played through your 5.1
surround sound speakers is a
wonderful thing, but to experience
this quartet live is far superior.
I recently made a trek with
two friends to see Interpol play
at Newport Music Hall in
Columbus, Ohio. Having seen
them once before, the three-
hour car ride was a small price
to pay. After arriving early and
waiting in line outside in the
cold for an hour under a mar-
quee that read "SOLD OUT,"
we were finally inside.
Hail Social and Secret
Machines were the two worthy
openers that got the blood
flowing again in our cold
appendages. When the lights
went out in the venue for the
third time, signifying the await-
ed moment, cheers rose up
from the anxious crowd and
Interpol took the stage - classy
as always, clad in black suits
and ties. 
They opened with "Next
Exit," the first track off their
recently released second full-
length album, Antics. The
lights shown bright from
behind, making them silhou-
ettes, as the soothing organ and
slow guitar plucking of the
opener relaxed the crowd,
singer Paul Banks' crooning,
"We ain't going to the town,
we're going to the city…"
With a mere "Thank you" in
between songs, Banks segued
right into "Obstacle 1," a faster
number that got the band mov-
ing, which made the crowd
come to life as well. Drummer
Sam Fogarino was sweating
already as he kept up the pace
with his syncopated beats.
While Banks remained sta-
tionary on microphone duty
and rhythm guitar, lead gui-
tarist Daniel Kessler and
bassist Carlos D. seemed more
than happy to move with the
music, roaming free around the
spacious stage - an improve-
ment on their slight stiffness
when they toured a year ago.
Another big difference was
that they had a whole second
album's worth of songs to
choose from. They played an
even mix of songs from Antics
and their debut album Turn on
the Bright Lights. 
The varied set list included
the guitar-driven "Evil" and
"Slow Hands," the urgency in
Banks' voice in "PDA" and
"Roland," the melancholy and
melodic "Leif Erikson" and
"Not Even Jail," and the live
debut of "Public Pervert."
While their music is most
notably the best part of the
show, the lighting played an
integral part in making their
performance glorious. The
stage was drenched in every
color of the spectrum at differ-
ent times when the songs picked
up and rocked into the chorus. 
Most of the time the band
was backlit by four bright
lights that gave them a ghostly
presence with all the smoke in
the air; especially with Banks'
mesmerizing voice looming in
the air during the hypnotic
"Hands Away" and the closer
"Stella was a Diver and She
was Always Down."
The set ended after the second
encore, but like all worthwhile
rock shows, this one did not
last long enough. However, it
did satisfy my yearly need for a
live dose of Interpol. The
lights, the suits, Carlos D's new
shoulder holsters and of course
the danceable music all made
for an incredible evening. Joe
Darling should have been there.
Photo by Ben Gastright
Interpol brought their national Antics tour to Columbus, OH on
Oct. 16.
Often films cause us to think
through spiritual matters, probe
into the depths of the soul and
find some inner truth lurking in
the darkness waiting for our
acceptance. There are films that
make us examine our lives,
give us perspective and help
clarify our place in the world. I
Heart Huckabees is not one of
those films.
Going into the cinema I was
anticipating a film that gave
some answers to life's ques-
tions and provided the audience
with some sort of easy advice. I
was pleased to discover that the
approach to the film was not
only pushed to satirical hilarity,
but the script and cinematography
far exceeded my expectations. 
I was immediately taken in
by the film's first scene and
The Performing Artist Series presents:
The Indianapolis Children’s Choir
Friday October 29, 8:00 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall
Tickets: $8 for faculty/staff
$6 for students
For tickets, call the box office at 998-5289.
became lost in the unbelievably
unique characters. This film
raises more questions then it
ever pretends to answer and it
achieves it through a comedic
tone greater then most films I
have encountered in the past.
Written and directed by David
O. Russell, the observant and
satirical wit behind the Gulf
War film Three Kings, this
ensemble storyline centers on
Albert Markovski (Jason
Schwartzman), head of the
environmentalist group Open
Spaces Coalition. Albert has
been experiencing coinci-
dences through his interaction
with an oddly loveable student
from Africa. Albert perceives
these coincidences as being a
key to life's riddles and he
seeks the advice of a detective
agency unlike any other. 
Bernard and Vivian (Dustin
Hoffman, Lily Tomlin), the
Existential Detectives, are a
married couple who investigate
the realities of their clients'
inner and outer lives. When on
a case, these two follow their
clients around closely, observe
their daily activities, query
their friends and employers and
intently examine the lives they
lead. Albert examines his life,
his relationships and his con-
flict with Brad Stand (Jude
Law), an executive for a chain
of retail stores named
Huckabees. Huckabees is
vying for the land Albert and
his group are trying to protect.
Brilliantly portrayed by
Hoffman and Tomlin, the
detective duo give the audience
laugh after laugh with their
quirky mannerisms and certain-
ty of knowing the true nature of
reality. The detectives assert
that everything is connected
and everything is the same in
the universe. They begin their
existential exploration of
Albert by probing his past and
present reality. Along the way,
they uncover his conflict with
Brad. The existential detectives
are convinced that Brad is
Albert's opposite and the key to
cracking the case.   
The spiral continues as all the
characters become intertwined
and the story comes full circle.
Russell shows us mesmerizing
direction, Jon Brion gives us a
perfect score and Schwartzman
once again shows us his ability
as an actor (as evidenced in
Rushmore). Russell and cine-
matographer Peter Deming
treat people visually as though
they were lab subjects.
Sometimes the filmmakers
hold long takes or go for
extreme close-ups to get that
"under-the-microscope" feel-
ing. Sometimes they decon-
struct a face or create an image
that can only be characterized
as bizarre (Jude Law will never
be the same). 
Meanwhile, faintly psychedelic,
1960s-style synthesizer music
by Brion reinforces our feel-
ings of disorientation.
Overall, this film proved to be
one of the most intriguing cin-
ematic mixes I have seen in a
good while.   
I knew the moment I saw it,
and again the second time I saw
it, that this is a film that will
divide the world into two parts.
There will be those that love
the comedic nature of it and the
true genius of the script and
there will be those that write it
off as a worthless way to spend
an evening. 
I loved every single moment
of this film and everyone in it.
If you're interested in spending
an evening laughing and loving
a quality film, then perhaps this
is another option of something
you can do this weekend.
BY ROBBY TOMPKINS
GUEST COLUMNIST
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Lacrosse club turns fall
ball into time of service
Lady Trojans look for lucky 13
Photo by Matt Wissman
MCC and Region VIII Setter of the Week Maggie Henss sets up a
kill for sophomore Linsey Taatjes.
After dropping the first two
games of the season, Coach
Angie Fincannon’s team has
won 28 of its last 31 games,
including 12 in a row following
last weekend’s sweep of the
Sprint Fall Break Tournament
and Tuesday’s win over Bethel.
In Tuesday’s win, Bethel took
the first game 30-25, but Taylor
proceeded to win the next
three, 30-25, 30-24 and 30-27.
Christine Amony and Linsey
Taatjes had 18 kills apiece to
lead the Lady Trojans’ offen-
sive attack.
Rachel Malinsky and Maggie
Henss recorded 24 digs each,
while Emily Dye added nine.
Taatjes led the team with 12
blocks, four of them solo.
In last weekend’s Sprint Fall
Break Tournament, Taylor
dominated its four opponents,
winning in three games in each.
In the first match, the Lady
Trojans took down Trevecca
Nazarene 30-18, 30-12 and 30-
18, led by Amony’s 12 kills.
In the second match of the
day, Taylor ousted 11th-ranked
Union (Tenn.) University 30-
24, 30-25 and 30-20.
In game one, Taylor trailed
early, but came back to take an
18-16 lead and pulled away for
the win. 
In game two, Taylor trailed
even longer, put tied it at 20
and outscored Union 10-5 the
rest of the way. 
Game three was all Taylor.
Amony once again led the
way with 19 kills, 13 digs and
six blocks. 
Taatjes added 10 kills, while
Erin Ling had eight blocks and
Malinsky tallied 23 digs. 
The next day, Taylor made
easy work of its first opponent,
Robert Morris College, 30-14,
30-15 and 30-14.
Amony led with seven kills,
three aces and five blocks,
while Taatjes added six kills,
four aces and eight blocks.
The final match of the week-
end was a three-game sweep of
Spalding University for the
second time this season.
Taylor won the three games
30-21, 30-24 and 30-23.
Amony continued her week-
end dominance with 19 kills
and 14 digs.
Taatjes added 11 kills and
four blocks, while Malinsky led
the team with 15 digs and
Henss earned Setter of the
Tournament honors with 35
assists.
With its 12 game winning
streak, the Lady Trojans moved
from 19th to 13th in this week’s
NAIA poll.
Ling was selected MCC
Player of the Week, Emily Dye
was named MCC Libero of the
Week and Henss earned MCC
and Region VIII Setter of the
Week honors.
For the 30 members of theTaylor lacrosse club, being
on the team means more than
just playing lacrosse. When
head coach Nate Bates founded
the team eight years ago, one of
the qualities he instilled in the
program was that of service
and of being pioneers of both
the game and Christianity. 
Last Saturday, the team did
just that, teaming with
Fellowship of Christian
Athletes to run a lacrosse clinic
at Heritage Christian High
School in Indianapolis for over
75 area youth.
“This was an amazing event
and really shows the direction
the sport of lacrosse is headed,”
Bates said.
FCA Lacrosse, headquartered
in Baltimore, Md., has been in
operation since 1989, running
camps, clinics and Bible stud-
ies in cities such as Baltimore,
Boston, Mass., Rochester, N.Y.
and Annandale, Va. This year,
for the first time ever, it
expanded to the Midwest. Last
weekend's Indianapolis clinic
was the first outside of the
East Coast.
Bates and seven Taylor
lacrosse players, seniors
Andrew Hauser, Phil
Daubenmire, Justin Potts and
Chad Taylor, junior Jason
Kistler and sophomores John
Jewitt and Joel Mostad, teamed
with four FCA instructors, Sean
McNamara, Kevin Dugan,
Franklin Berry and Rob Cross,
to lead the clinic. 
McNamara was a former cap-
tain at Randolph-Macon
College and coach of the
Canadian Under-19 National
team. Dugan was a former mid-
fielder at Notre Dame and is
current head lacrosse coach at
Gordon College. Berry was
team captain at the University
of Maryland-Baltimore County
last season and participated in
the annual North-South Classic
as a top 50 Div. 1 player in the
nation. Cross is a current start-
ing attackman at UMBC.
“It was great to get to work
directly with these great play-
ers and coaches to help teach
all these kids the game of
lacrosse,” Hauser said. “Not
only to teach them about
lacrosse, but to become like
'big brothers' to them and share
our faith with them.”
The central theme of the clin-
ic was “it doesn't belong to
me,” a motto McNamara has
based his life around. 
“Everything I have was given
to me from God, and belongs to
God,” McNamara said to the
group of kids. “We have to
remember that no matter how
good we get at lacrosse or any-
thing else, it's a gift from God.”
Even though the sun didn't
shine all day, the brisk 40
degree weather didn't stop the
clinic from being a success.
The kids gained valuable expe-
rience in lacrosse and faith, as
well as developing relation-
ships with the Taylor lacrosse
team, which is one of
Bates' goals for the season
and beyond.
The clinic featured a two-and-
a-half hour instructional ses-
sion in which the kids were
taught skills of the game.
Following the morning ses-
sion was lunch, served by
Heritage Christian High School
parents and a time of witness-
ing and devotions from the
FCA leaders.
After lunch, more drills were
run, and the day culminated
with full-field scrimmaging.
Heritage Christian head coach
Tom Flinn recognized the valu-
able experience his team
gained from the leadership of
the Trojans.
“You guys truly made the dif-
ference,” Flinn said of the
Taylor players that helped.
“Without you the clinic would
have been very thin on staff, to
say the least. Your willingness
to come and help and be a part
of that is a testimony to you and
your leadership.”
Last month, Taylor invited
Heritage Christian's team to
campus for an intersquad prac-
tice. Bates and Flinn divided
the players up and let the
Taylor players lead the
Heritage players by example.
“We have a great thing going
because, being a college
lacrosse team, these high
school kids look up to us,”
Bates said. “We're trying to
expand the game of lacrosse
and the name of Taylor
University, much like [former
Taylor basketball coach] Don
Odle did with basketball in the
1940s and 50s. Most important-
ly, we're serving the Lord.”
With the game of lacrosse
expanding more rapidly than
any other sport in the country,
and lacrosse at Taylor gaining
national respect, the club will
have many more opportunities
to reach out as pioneers of the
game and servants of God. 
Trojans become ‘big brother,’ help lead groundbreaking camp
Photo provided by Taylor lacrosse club
High school lacrosse players take part in an FCA lacrosse camp. The Taylor lacrosse team helped lead






Tuesday night’s regular sea-
son-ending win over Urbana
University put the men’s soccer
team a win away from earning
double digit wins for the first
time since 2001. 
Taylor started slowly, giving
up a penalty kick goal as the
only score for either team in the
first half.
In the second half, however,
junior Andy Long tied it up for
the Trojans, knocking in a
deflection from Urbana goal-
keeper Aaron Vorst.
With just under 10 minutes
remaining in the game, junior
Jeff Brooke hooked up with fel-
low junior Jake Edgerton to put
Taylor ahead. 
Long put the game away in
the last minute, scoring his sec-
ond goal of the game.
Taylor, 9-8-1, opens the Mid-
Central Conference tournament
tomorrow as the fifth seed at
fourth seeded Spring Arbor. 
Spring Arbor beat Taylor 2-1
two weeks ago.
Last season as the fifth seed,
Taylor fell to fourth seeded
Marian 2-1 in the tournament
opener.
Open MCC Tourney tomorrow
into a touchdown two minutes later to take
a 21-0 lead into the half.
In the second half, Taylor fumbled its first
play, and St. Francis took advantage once
again, going ahead 27-0.
Taylor drove to the Cougar 15-yard line,
but a blocked field goal denied the team’s
hopes of its only points of the day.
St. Francis scored three more touchdowns
the rest of the way.
The Cougars racked up 373 rushing yards
and 564 yards of total offense, remaining
unbeaten on the season.
Freshman Anthony Lee ran for 92 yards
on 12 carries and senior receiver Bryan
Jackson caught four passes for 71 yards.
Taylor (0-7, 0-4) travels to Beaver Falls,
Penn. to face Geneva College (3-4, 2-2)
tomorrow at 3 p.m. 
The Taylor football team dropped 
its seventh in-a-row last weekend, 
a 46-0 rout by the nation’s second-
ranked St. Francis Cougars.
St. Francis set the tone on its first
possession, driving 80 yards in eight
plays for a touchdown.
At the end of the first quarter, the
Cougars put together a 63-yard scor-
ing drive, but missed the extra point.
Midway through the second quarter,
sophomore quarterback Wes Krider
was intercepted by St. Francis’ Donald
Yansey at the Taylor 39-yard line. 
The Cougars turned the takeaway
BY JUSTIN POTTS
SPORTS EDITOR
Streak reaches seven  
and counting
The Taylor football
team (0-7) hasn’t had
much to celebrate this
year, averaging just
6.4 points and 167
yards of total offense






Photo by Amy Wood
Junior Jake Edgerton winds up to for a shot in a game last week.
The team opens the MCC Tournament tomorrow at Spring Arbor.
BY JUSTIN POTTS
SPORTS EDITOR
When the Taylor women’s
soccer team started 7-2-2, it
seemed as if it was set for a
monumental season. However,
things went downhill the rest of
the way.
The Lady Trojans fell to St.
Francis 2-1 last Saturday in the
first round of the Mid-Central
Conference tournament, ending
the season with six consecutive
losses.
Junior Melissa Willard start-
ed the scoring with a goal 13
minutes into the game.
With just over 20 minutes
remaining in the game, St.
Francis’ Laura Leffers tied it up
with a goal of her own.
Just two minutes later, Emily
Lambros knocked in the game-
winner for the Lady Cougars.
Two days earlier, Taylor
dropped its final regular season
game to Spring Arbor 1-0.
The game was scoreless at the
half, but Spring Arbor’s Amy
Douglas sent the Lady Trojans
to defeat 15 minutes into the
second half.







Both the men’s and women’s
cross country teams competed
in the Mid-Central Conference
Championships last Saturday
and finished fourth and third,
respectively.
On the men’s side, junior
Lance Vanderberg led the way
with a sixth place individual
finish, good to earn him All-
MCC honors.
Vanderberg was followed by
freshman Lotery Heath at 19th,
Michael Short 28th, Kyle
Mangum 33rd, Josh Edgerton
43rd and David Nees 69th.
The women’s squad was led
by Lolly York, finishing in
third place individually with a
time of 19:08. York was just 23
seconds behind first place
Petrana Petkova of Goshen.
Senior Christy Conrad was
next, finishing 14th, followed
by Elise Knapp at 27th, Kari
Olsen 28th, Liz Tien 42nd and
Erin Kinzer 52nd to round out
the Lady Trojans’ top six.
Both the men’s and women’s
teams will compete in the
Region VIII Championships
next Saturday at Bethel College
in Mishawaka.
Winning streak reaches 12, national ranking climbs to 13 for Taylor VB
Photo by Matt Wissman
